Mexico resort city mayor, jailed in drug case, vows to stay in governor race
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CANCUN, MEXICO -- The mayor of Mexico's most Like
popular resort city, the most prominent politician

arrested in the country's bloody three-year war against

the drug cartels, vows to forge ahead with his
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campaign for governor -- from his cellblock at a
maximum-security prison a thousand miles away. (LT Resize Print E-mail
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If his name stays on the ballot, he could win, giving
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new meaning in Mexico to the most wanted list.
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Cancun Mayor Gregorio Sanchez, an amateur COMMENT &
nightclub crooner and sometime evangelical pastor,
was arrested a week ago and charged with aiding not
one but two major drug trafficking organizations.
Prosecutors say he stashed $2.5 million in half a
dozen bank accounts and laundered cash for the
cartels, money that police say cannot be explained by
his income.
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His arrest in Cancun, the No. 1 destination for U.S.
tourists to Mexico, points to how deeply the Mexican
political class is threatened by ties to organized crime.
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"The campaign will continue -- it has never stopped,"
his wife, Niurka Saliva de Sanchez, dressed in chic
black and wearing oversized sunglasses, said in an
interview at an empty cafe near their beach home. She = Sponsored Links
was accompanied by four bodyguards and a publicist.
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Advertisement

Aware that he was under investigation since
January, Sdnchez made a series of political
ads before his arrest, calling himself a
victim of political enemies, denying all
charges and vowing to fight on. "This is a
political lynching," said Sanchez, whose
staff tweeted his protestations of innocence
as he was being hauled away. The election
is July 4.

Many Mexicans say they would not be

especially shocked to learn that a Cancun

mayor has a slush fund -- in fact, five of the

city's previous seven mayors have been
involved in corruption scandals. "That kind of money in any politician's account is petty
cash," wrote an editorialist at the Mexico News.

More sensational than the charges of graft is the accusation that Sdnchez attended a
clandestine summit last year in Acapulco with the heads of the top mafias. The warring
cartels sought to negotiate a truce to end the bloodshed that has left more than 23,000
Mexicans dead, according to testimony from a confidential informant known in court
papers only as "Lucifer."

Lucifer said Sanchez attended the meeting, alongside unnamed elected officials and
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Mexico resort city mayor, jailed in drug case, vows to stay in governor race

police commanders, in the company of cartel leader Arturo Beltran Leyva, known as "the Facebook social plugin
Boss of Bosses," who was shot dead by Mexican marines in a swank luxury high rise
during a raid by authorities late last year. Beltran Leyva was infamous for the pleasure he
took in beheading his enemies.

View More Activity

Sanchez's wife said that there are explanations for all the money in his and her accounts, Slate wenucnrs
F

and that Sdnchez was not in Acapulco on the day of the big meeting. N How To Defend
R - Yourself Against

PETA's

Manipulative

Direct-Mai...

CONTINUED 1 2 Next>

Sponsored Links
$500,000 Life Insurance How Will They Fix That Huge Guatemalan Sinkhol...

No Exam Necessary. Same- day coverage as low as $6.month. Free Quotes Why the International Community Has Abandoned ...
USAcoverage.com Troy Patterson on What Made The Golden Girls S...

See All of Slate »

Weird Penny Stock Trick

We found the #1 way to spot penny stocks that explode each day!
www.PennyMayhem.com

Hot Stock Alert - EHSI
Profit From Healthcare Explosion New Millionaires Created Today
www.EmergingHealthcareSolutionsinc.

Buy a link here

Like Be the first of your friends to like this.
View More Activity
“Share 2 More ways to share this Article...
tweets Reddit Twitter
myspace del.icio.us
NewsTrust Stumble It!

You might also like...

lllinois Senate candidate admits claim about military award was inaccurate

La. scientist locates another vast oil plume in the gulf

Mexican pirates attack Texas fishermen on Falcon Lake, which straddles border
lllegal immigrants gravitate toward Arizona border

Israel: At least 10 pro-Palestinian activists killed on Gaza flotilla carrying aid

From Our Partners

e Dreams From His Stepfather
e The Breach
e The Wrath of Kan

FP Foreign Policy
Most Viewed World Articles

Hamas isolated but strong, analysts say

Turkey's regional pursuits leave West with questions

Worker unrest in China signals cheap labor may be thing of past
Karzai ousts two top officials

» Top 35 World Articles | Most Popular on washingtonpost.com

More North America Coverage

Al
America at War
Full coverage U.S. operations in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Become
a fan of the

World Desk

on

facebook

Connect Online

Share and comment on Post world news on Facebook and Twitter.

Immigration Debate
Immigration reform proposals before Congress have sparked a nationwide political debate.

© 2010 The Washington Post Company

SEARCH: ' @ Search Archives

washingtonpost.com : Contact Us | Work for Us | Advertisers | Site Map | Search Terms | Topics Index | Make Us Your Home Page | Newsletters | Mobile | RSS | Widgets
The Washington Post: Subscribe | Home Delivery Service | Advertisers | PostPoints | e-Replica | Online Photo Store | The Washington Post Store | About The Post
The Washington Post Company: Information and Other Post Co. Websites

© Copyright 1996-2010 The Washington Post Company | User Agreement and Privacy Policy | Reprints and Permissions Help | Contact Us

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/06/06/AR2010060603801.html

6/7/10 6:17 AM

Page 2 of 2


http://www.washingtonpost.com/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/politics/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/opinions/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/business/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/sports/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/artsandliving/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/gog/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wl/jobs/home?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/cars/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/real-estate/index.html?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/rentals?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/classifieds/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interact/longterm/talk/copy.htm?nav=globebot
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interact/longterm/talk/members.htm?nav=globebot
http://help.washingtonpost.com/ics/support/default.asp?deptID=15080&task=knowledge&questionID=302?nav=globebot
javascript:void(window.open('http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/admin/help/popup/frame_page.html','help',%20'width=730,height=600,scrollbars=true,toolbar=no,menubar=no,resizable=true'))
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contactus/index.html?nav=globebot
http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn?node=admin/registration/manage&destination=hpPref&nextstep=update
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/network-news/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/network-news/
http://www.google.com/buzz/post
JavaScript:%20popup();
http://tweetmeme.com/story/1322918757/
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/06/06/AR2010060603801.html%3Freferrer=reddit&title=In%20prison%20but%20vowing%20to%20stay%20in%20race
http://twitter.com/home?status=In%20prison%20but%20vowing%20to%20stay%20in%20race%20-%20http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/06/06/AR2010060603801.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/06/06/AR2010060603801.html#myspace
http://del.icio.us/post?v=4&partner=wpni&noui&jump=close&url=http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/06/06/AR2010060603801.html%3Freferrer=delicious&title=%22In%20prison%20but%20vowing%20to%20stay%20in%20race:%20Cancun%20mayor%20accused%20of%20drug%20ties%20won't%20drop%20campaign%20for%20governor%22%20By%20William%20Booth&notes=CANCUN,%20MEXICO%20--%20The%20mayor%20of%20Mexico's%20most%20popular%20resort%20city,%20the%20most%20prominent%20politician%20arrested%20in%20the%20country's%20bloody%20three-year%20war%20against%20the%20drug%20cartels,%20vows%20to%20forge%20ahead%20with%20his%20campaign%20for%20governor%20--%20from%20his%20cellblock%20at%20a%20maximum-security%20prison%20a%20thousand%20miles%20away.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/06/06/AR2010060603801.html#newstrust
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/06/06/AR2010060603801.html&title=In%20prison%20but%20vowing%20to%20stay%20in%20race
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://washingtonpost.adsonar.com/admin/advertisers/indexPl.jsp
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/06/06/AR2010060603801_2.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/06/06/AR2010060603801_2.html
http://traffic.outbrain.com/network/redir?key=cc1ce65c03864c775214cb8ae30cb7a8&rdid=155352395&type=IMP_D2D_def_prd&in-site=true&req_id=98e3bae58c2bc3b3d0af92f300b05ad9&fp=false&am=get&agent=blog_JS_rec&version=6.3.2&idx=0
http://traffic.outbrain.com/network/redir?key=038f12e247a8839cf090dc5375a775e7&rdid=155352395&type=MV_def_prd&in-site=true&req_id=98e3bae58c2bc3b3d0af92f300b05ad9&fp=false&am=get&agent=blog_JS_rec&version=6.3.2&idx=1
http://traffic.outbrain.com/network/redir?key=822444bb1ee9ca0be52dfb4a9a41ca2a&rdid=155352395&type=IMP_D2D_def_prd&in-site=true&req_id=98e3bae58c2bc3b3d0af92f300b05ad9&fp=false&am=get&agent=blog_JS_rec&version=6.3.2&idx=2
http://traffic.outbrain.com/network/redir?key=097fb0803175fb986e99382c7c7f4ff2&rdid=155352395&type=IMP_D2D_def_prd&in-site=true&req_id=98e3bae58c2bc3b3d0af92f300b05ad9&fp=false&am=get&agent=blog_JS_rec&version=6.3.2&idx=3
http://traffic.outbrain.com/network/redir?key=400fa954e305361b5ecb0a51d21457dd&rdid=155352395&type=IMP_D2D_def_prd&in-site=true&req_id=98e3bae58c2bc3b3d0af92f300b05ad9&fp=false&am=get&agent=blog_JS_rec&version=6.3.2&idx=4
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2010/06/04/dreams_from_his_stepfather
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2010/06/04/the_breach
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2010/06/03/the_wrath_of_kan
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/06/06/AR2010060604006.html?nav=hcmoduletmv
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/06/06/AR2010060604052.html?nav=hcmoduletmv
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/06/06/AR2010060603295.html?nav=hcmoduletmv
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/06/06/AR2010060600714.html?nav=hcmoduletmv
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/world/world-mv.html?nav=tmv
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/most-popular.html?nav=tmv
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/world/specials/iraq/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/world/specials/iraq/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Washington-Post-World-Desk/15225899564
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Washington-Post-World-Desk/15225899564
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Washington-Post-World-Desk/15225899564
http://twitter.com/postworldnews
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/linkset/2006/03/27/LI2006032700906.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/linkset/2006/03/27/LI2006032700906.html
http://www.slate.com/id/2255639
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/network-news/
http://www.slate.com/id/2255639
http://www.slate.com/id/2256036
http://www.slate.com/id/2256008
http://www.slate.com/id/2255967
http://www.slate.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contactus/
http://www.washingtonpostmedia.com/careers/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-adv/mediakit/adinfo/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contents/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/nsStatic
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/topicpages/
javascript:void(window.open('http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/bookmark_ff.html','','toolbar=no,location=no,directories=no,status=no,menubar=yes,scrollbars=yes,resizable=no,copyhistory=no,width=417,height=415,left=50,top=200,screenX=50,screenY=200'));
http://www.washingtonpost.com/newsletters/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contents/mobile/mobilewebsite.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/rss/index.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/widgets/
https://subscription.washpost.com/subscriberservices/subscriber.portal?state=welcome&oscode=RPWS
https://subscription.washpost.com/subscriber.portal?state=welcome
http://washingtonpostads.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/registration/postpoints/
http://thewashingtonpost.newspaperdirect.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/buyphotos
http://www.cafepress.com/washingtonpost
http://www.washpost.com/
http://www.washpostco.com/
http://developers.facebook.com/plugins/?footer=3
http://developers.facebook.com/plugins/?footer=3
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/washingtonpost/search.html

