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Book takes Mexico drug war to task

The book by two former Mexican government officials criticizes President Felipe Calderon's
campaign against the drug cartels. The authors say the focus should be on smaller-bore
crimes.
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"El Narco: La Guerra Fallida" ("Narco: The Failed War"), by

two top officials under Calderon's predecessor, Vicente Fox, is
one of the first book-length looks at the crackdown launched NFL playoffs first-round matchups
by Calderon when he took office in December 2006.

'Hurt Locker' wins over National Film Critics

Lakers center Andrew Bynum plays his way
back

The Spanish-language book, which has sold well here, is . i _
Lakers' Artest is cleared to practice after fall

controversial and stubbornly contrarian, to the point of

suggesting that Mexico might be better off coming to terms How to check your property's flood status
with the drug capos and focusing on smaller-bore crimes that |t will be instant replay in first round of NFL
plague Mexicans. playoffs

Lakers feel it against Mavericks, but Pau Gasol

"Calderon could have easily launched a major crusade against insecurity, violence and unorganized feels only pain

crime, on the type of minor misdemeanors that gave birth to Rudy Giuliani's zero tolerance stance in

r (I [ n [ .

http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-world/la-fg-narco-book1-2010jan01,0,6239821.story Page 1 of 4


http://www.latimes.com/services/site/registration/
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/registration/logout.register
https://myaccount.latimes.com/index.jsp
https://advertise.latimes.com/portal/page/portal/LA%2520Times
http://store.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/jobs/
http://www.cars.com/go/index.jsp?aff=latimes
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate/rentals/
http://zetabid.com/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/
http://www.latimes.com/la-hot-topic-5,0,4408633.storylink
http://www.latimes.com/la-itn-storylink-7,0,2529090.storylink
http://www.latimes.com/la-itn-link6-sl,0,5121560.storylink
http://www.latimes.com/la-hot-topic-4,0,4343096.storylink
http://www.latimes.com/la-hot-topics-1-sl,0,852673.storylink
http://www.latimes.com/la-itn-storylink6,0,654984.storylink
http://yads.zedo.com//ads2/c?a=701973;x=0;g=172,0;c=1123000333,1123000333;i=0;n=1123;s=128;s=128;g=172;m=24;w=23;u=unknown;s=128;u=unknown;z=0.4611679145600647;k=http://www.modernconsumeradvisor.com/index.php?ntrk=1123000333
http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-world/
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-world/
http://www.latimes.com/business/
http://www.latimes.com/sports/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/
http://www.latimes.com/news/health/
http://www.latimes.com/features/
http://travel.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/
http://www.latimes.com/about/sitemap/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-world/la-fg-narco-book1-2010jan01,0,6674514,email.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-world/la-fg-narco-book1-2010jan01,0,6342270,print.story
javascript:void(0)
http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-world/la-fg-narco-book1-2010jan01,0,6239821.story#
http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-world/la-fg-narco-book1-2010jan01,0,6239821.story#
http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-world/la-fg-narco-book1-2010jan01,0,6239821.story#
http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-world/la-fg-narco-book1-2010jan01,0,6239821.story#
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-pasadena-rose-parade2010-pictures,0,2292951.photogallery
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-pasadena-rose-parade2010-pictures,0,2292951.photogallery
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/wire/la-me-1228-rose-pictures,0,1061606.photogallery
http://bit.ly/7DfAYf
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/washington/2010/01/ron-paul-republican-party-federal-reserve.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/thedailymirror/2010/01/aviator-not-worried-about-wright-brothers-suit.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/sports_blog/2010/01/poll-jordan-farmar-point-guard-of-the-future-or-career-backup.html
http://feeds.latimes.com/~r/latimes/news/science/environment/~3/fBQApTXd72Q/la-fg-kenya-forest4-2010jan04,0,5278726.story
http://feeds.latimes.com/~r/latimes/business/~3/FgP0idQag_8/la-fi-weekbox4-2010jan04,0,1805039.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/washingtondc/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/afghanistan/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/middleeast/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/latinamerica/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/asia/
http://www.latimes.com/news/science/
http://www.latimes.com/news/science/environment/
http://www.latimes.com/news/obituaries/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-world/la-fg-mexico-society30-2009dec30,0,6128325.story
https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py?contact=abg_afc&url=http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-world/la-fg-narco-book1-2010jan01,0,6342270,print.story&hl=en&client=ca-tribune_news3_html&adU=LuxuryDrugRehab.com/Drug-Rehab&adT=Expensive,+but+Worth+It&gl=US&hideleadgen=1
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BGy11fcVBS6fLNor7lQfE_biED6zuzpkByOLzzgrAjbcBkE4QARgBIKjxoQY4AFCm8svh-v____8BYMm-pI3spIAQoAHkhcb8A7IBD3d3dy5sYXRpbWVzLmNvbcgBAdoBXmh0dHA6Ly93d3cubGF0aW1lcy5jb20vbmV3cy9uYXRpb24tYW5kLXdvcmxkL2xhLWZnLW5hcmNvLWJvb2sxLTIwMTBqYW4wMSwwLDYzNDIyNzAscHJpbnQuc3RvcnmAAgGoAwHoA8AF6APvBugDjgPoAxP1AwAAAIT1AwAAgAA&num=1&sig=AGiWqty3sSopXwW6Qd3d-2J2UGplNIV9gA&client=ca-tribune_news3_html&adurl=http://www.luxurydrugrehab.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BGy11fcVBS6fLNor7lQfE_biED6zuzpkByOLzzgrAjbcBkE4QARgBIKjxoQY4AFCm8svh-v____8BYMm-pI3spIAQoAHkhcb8A7IBD3d3dy5sYXRpbWVzLmNvbcgBAdoBXmh0dHA6Ly93d3cubGF0aW1lcy5jb20vbmV3cy9uYXRpb24tYW5kLXdvcmxkL2xhLWZnLW5hcmNvLWJvb2sxLTIwMTBqYW4wMSwwLDYzNDIyNzAscHJpbnQuc3RvcnmAAgGoAwHoA8AF6APvBugDjgPoAxP1AwAAAIT1AwAAgAA&num=1&sig=AGiWqty3sSopXwW6Qd3d-2J2UGplNIV9gA&client=ca-tribune_news3_html&adurl=http://www.luxurydrugrehab.com
http://feeds.latimes.com/~r/latimes/mostviewed/~3/Qy1XQSQ9sFI/la-fgw-afghan-troop-deaths5-2010jan05,0,833711.story
http://feeds.latimes.com/~r/latimes/mostviewed/~3/Dg4uLCkI7oA/la-fg-brennan-terror4-2010jan04,0,1415525.story
http://feeds.latimes.com/~r/latimes/mostviewed/~3/c5rRK0j0Rcc/la-et-national-critics4-2010jan04,0,5716791.story
http://feeds.latimes.com/~r/latimes/mostviewed/~3/R28rG16bXPs/la-sp-nfl-first-look4-2010jan04,0,6987114.story
http://feeds.latimes.com/~r/latimes/mostviewed/~3/VrtcVkngXfk/la-sp-heisler4-2010jan04,0,6017678.column
http://feeds.latimes.com/~r/latimes/mostviewed/~3/FTB7ong89C0/la-sp-lakers-fyi4-2010jan04,0,3684907.story
http://feeds.latimes.com/~r/latimes/mostviewed/~3/GRE5UCUe1jo/la-me-flood-info-box4-2010jan04,0,6913567.story
http://feeds.latimes.com/~r/latimes/mostviewed/~3/65dXTubi1jg/la-sp-nfl-farmer4-2010jan04,0,4222985.story
http://feeds.latimes.com/~r/latimes/mostviewed/~3/Vji2fbS_ZnE/la-sp-lakers-mavericks4-2010jan04,0,4307123.story
http://feeds.latimes.com/~r/latimes/mostviewed/~3/2K3rc8CfjIk/la-me-flood-maps4-2010jan04,0,6016681.story
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3918/0/0/%2a/c;44306;0-0;0;12926902;4-234/60;0/0/0;u=http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-world/la-fg-narco-book1-2010jan01,0,6239821.story;~okv=;rs=10033;rs=10034;rs=10035;rs=10036;rs=10045;rs=10055;rs=10077;rs=10088;rs=10103;rs=10128;ptype=s;slug=la-fg-narco-book1-2010jan01;rg=r;zc=20181;ic=;by=1966;gr=M;ref=googlecom;pos=1;sz=234x60;tile=5;u=http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-world/la-fg-narco-book1-2010jan01,0,6239821.story;~aopt=2/0/ff/1;~sscs=%3f

Book takes Mexico drug war to task - latimes.com

New York," the authors assert. "But that crusade would never have unleashed the passions, support or

sense of danger that a full-fledged war on drugs actually did."

In "El Narco," former Fox spokesman Ruben Aguilar and former Foreign Minister Jorge Castaneda
attempt an end run past the usual debate over whether the Calderon anti-crime strategy is working.

Instead, they maintain that the offensive was unnecessary, and they seek to poke holes in many of the

reasons Calderon has offered for launching a campaign that has claimed more than 15,000 lives.

The president's assertion that Mexico faced a crisis of deepening drug consumption at home? They
present figures showing that though domestic use has risen, it is minuscule compared with countries
such as the United States.

Calderon's contention that drug violence had reached alarming levels when he decided to act? The
authors quote studies showing that the nation's overall homicide rate had been in decline for years.
(It has gone up since.)

"Why in the world was it necessary to declare an all-out war against the cartels because of growing
violence, when violence was actually diminishing?" the authors ask.

The book argues that U.S. drug use -- the motor of the violent trafficking industry -- is largely
unaffected by Mexico's enforcement actions. The answer for Mexico, it says, lies in swinging debate
north of the border in favor of drug decriminalization or legalization.

"If what is good for us is decriminalization, that is what we should fight for," write Aguilar and
Castaneda, a leftist intellectual and commentator who is the better known of the two.

The authors propose some public-safety measures, including creation of a national police force and a
no-fly zone over southern Mexico. But rather than send troops to fight drug cartels, they argue,
Mexico should focus on limiting the "collateral damage" that most aggrieves Mexicans: kidnappings,
extortion, car theft and corruption.

This could mean "tacit quid pro quos" with gangs to get them to keep down criminal mayhem in
Mexico's streets, the writers say, but it doesn't require a formal handshake.

"The narcos understand," they say. "If they were imbeciles, they wouldn't be rich."

Aguilar and Castaneda contend that in launching the drug offensive, the conservative Calderon
sought to win legitimacy for his presidency after a disputed election victory in 2006. That thesis is
heard often on the Mexican left.

Calderon hasn't directly referred to the authors, but he has sharply criticized those who he says would
have Mexico run from the drug war or cut deals with traffickers. He says such approaches would
"erode the foundations that support our society, as a state based on law."

Calderon has frequently characterized his crime crackdown as an attempt to clean and modernize a
system that had become thoroughly corrupted through decades of official acceptance of the drug

trade, or even outright collusion with it.

Last month, he urged Mexicans to "ignore those who naively want the government to just walk away
from the fight, as if the problems would solve themselves by magic."

The outspoken authors of "El Narco" are uncharacteristically spare when it comes to solving Mexico's
graft problem. They agree that drug-related corruption has long been part of the Mexican landscape,
especially in small towns, but are skeptical of reports that traffickers' penetration of the system had

hit grave new depths when Calderon sent troops into the streets.

"This is Mexico, not Norway," they write. "Narcos' complicity with municipal, state and federal
authorities wasn't born yesterday."

ken.ellingwood@Iatimes.com

Copyright © 2010, The Los Angeles Times
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