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Big money fuels Mexico's
narco-terror
$10 billion a year crosses our southern border

By Oliver North | Sunday, August 23, 2009

Last week's brief "Three Amigos" summit in

Guadalajara, Mexico, has been all but forgotten

in the growing storm over health care reform.

That may be what the three North American

heads of state, Presidents Obama and Felipe

Calderon of Mexico and Canadian Prime

Minister Stephen Harper, wanted. All three

leaders did their best to ignore the skunk at

their picnic -- the serious threat posed to all of

us by narco-terrorism. If comments after the

confab reflect their thinking, thousands of dead

and wounded at the hands of violent drug

cartels warrant less attention than the "threat" of global warming and the

H1N1 flu virus.

In his closing statement at the summit, Mr. Calderon devoted one

sentence, just 43 words, to stopping "the traffic of weapons and money

that go from north to south that strengthen and nourish organized crime

gangs." Mr. Harper -- who spoke first in French and then in English -- said

Canada "recognizes the courageous commitment taken by President

Calderon to combat organized crime in Mexico." In English, he substituted

"drug traffickers" for "organized crime." That was it.

Mr. Obama did better -- noting that the three leaders "resolved to continue

confronting the urgent threat to our common security from the drug cartels

that are causing so much violence and death in our countries." He went

on to assure that "Mexico has the support it needs to dismantle and defeat

the cartels," emphasized "our efforts to reduce the demand for drugs" and

promised to "stem the illegal southbound flow of American guns and cash

that helps fuel this extraordinary violence."

There is considerable dispute about how much the "flow of American

guns" contributes to the carnage, but there is no doubt that the phrase

"extraordinary violence" is dead on the mark. On Aug. 11, just one day

after the Guadalajara summit, Mexican police in Sinaloa arrested a cartel

"hit man" and four other suspects and announced that they had thwarted

yet another attempt to assassinate Mr. Calderon. Since then, violence in

Mexico has spiked.

For the past three months, our Fox News "War Stories" team has been

investigating the connection between drugs, money and narco-terror.

What we saw and documented -- from the Andean basin in South

America, through Mexico, across the U.S. border and deep into the

American heartland -- is a chilling story that has been widely ignored by

the so-called mainstream media.

Since January 2007, a staggering 11,000 people have died in drug-related

violence in Mexico. That's more than double the number of Americans

killed in Afghanistan and Iraq since 2001. Savage gunfights among heavily

armed drug cartels have spiraled out of control and threaten to spill

across the U.S.-Mexico border. According to the U.S. Department of

Justice, narco-terrorists connected to Mexican drug cartels already have

infiltrated 230 American cities.

U.S. Attorney General Eric H. Holder Jr. announced Thursday the

indictment of 43 Mexican drug cartel members, but with most of the

indicted still at large, it remains to be seen whether, as he contended, the

announcement is more than "symbolic."

Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, immediately south of El Paso, Texas, is arguably

the most dangerous municipality in the Americas. The mayor, Jose Reyes

Ferriz, told me that in the past 12 months, more than 1,600 of his residents

have been murdered as his city has become the epicenter of a vicious turf

war among rival drug cartels vying for a larger slice of the lucrative drug

delivery business. When he called for help, Mr. Calderon sent in the only

force he could trust: the Mexican army. Retired military officers now run the

city police force, and joint military/police units patrol the streets. Even this

hasn't stopped the bloodbath. Last month, more than 240 people perished

in this murderous metropolis.
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Fueling the violence next door: illegal narcotics. Nearly all the world's

cocaine originates with coca plants grown in South America -- and 90

percent of the "coke" that ends up on our streets travels to the U.S.

through Mexico. Eighty percent of the methamphetamine consumed by

Americans is produced there. Our southern neighbor is also the main

foreign supplier of marijuana. According to Mexican Attorney General

Eduardo Medina-Mora, "at least $10 billion in bulk cash" related to drug

trafficking "crosses the U.S.-Mexican border each year" -- meaning that

narco-dollars are nearly on par with money from tourism, which produces

about $13 billion annually for Mexico.

With the help of U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration special agents, our

investigation took us from a cocaine-processing laboratory hidden beneath

the jungle canopy in South America's Andean basin to the coastline of

Colombia, where drugs are sent north on "go-fast boats" and

semisubmersibles to the streets of Mexico City, across the U.S.-Mexican

border -- all  the way to a drug bust in an American back alley.

The result: an unprecedented, eye-opening look behind the curtain into the

shadowy world of narco-terror -- and those who put their lives on the line

to keep the cartels from bringing their bloody battles into our

neighborhoods. The extraordinary efforts of these brave law officers and

steadfast soldiers deserve more attention than the short shrift they

received at the Guadalajara Summit.

Oliver North is a nationally syndicated columnist, the host of "War Stories"

on Fox News Channel and the founder of Freedom Alliance.

Click here for reprint permissions! 

Copyright 2009 The Washington Times, LLC 

Please login or register to post a comment

Yes

No

Undecided

Other

Market Data

    at 9580.63     at 2027.73     at 1030.98

Market Summary |  Market Movers |  CEO Wealthmeter |  Calculators

Enter symbol  GO

Symbol Lookup

Modestly Higher Close As Economy Shrinks Less Than Expected

Help with Drug
Abuse
Drug/Alcohol Help
24/7 Modern
Holistic Approach
www.TheTreatmentCenter.com

Advertising Links

e-edition Print Edition Weekly Washington Times

TWT Store

Middle East Times Golf UPI Arbor Ballroom Washington Times Global

TWT Affiliates

About TWT Press Room F.A.Q. Work for TWT Advertise Sponsors Contact Us Privacy Policy Site Map

All site contents © Copyright 2009 The Washington Times, LLC.

Got a question  about Big money fuels Mexico!s narco-
terror? Type your question here...

Dow
+37.11 

Nasdaq
+3.30 

S&P 500
+2.86 

Ads by Google Drug Abuse Gary Drug Abuse Drug Abuse Addiction Drug Abuse Cocaine Drug Abuse Rehabs

http://washingtontimes.com/news/2009/aug/23/big-money-fuels-mexicos-narco-terror/comments/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/3897/3/0/%2a/r%3B217003803%3B0-0%3B0%3B39293560%3B4307-300/250%3B32855659/32873536/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://altfarm.mediaplex.com/ad/ck/11685-83552-2653-1?mpt=2270229
http://license.icopyright.net/3.7280?icx_id=/news/2009/aug/23/big-money-fuels-mexicos-narco-terror/
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=20
javascript:registration_callback();
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B5lLQG8SXSp_RMpXrlQee_83NBc3mvpoBmdD5vQ3AjbcBoMWXAhABGAEg4feDDDgAUJXNm0Rgyb6kjeykgBCyARN3YXNoaW5ndG9udGltZXMuY29tugEKMTI1eDEyNV9hc8gBAdoBUWh0dHA6Ly93YXNoaW5ndG9udGltZXMuY29tL25ld3MvMjAwOS9hdWcvMjMvYmlnLW1vbmV5LWZ1ZWxzLW1leGljb3MtbmFyY28tdGVycm9yL4ACAagDAcgDB-gDjAPoA-8G6APABegDE_UDAAQCBPUDECCAAA&num=1&sig=AGiWqtwObuQIW0Wwgb7CAvIfD19vgoZ-_g&client=ca-pub-3883965453722003&adurl=http://www.thetreatmentcenter.com
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https%3A//www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp%3A//washingtontimes.com/news/2009/aug/23/big-money-fuels-mexicos-narco-terror/%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-3883965453722003%26adU%3Dwww.TheTreatmentCenter.com%26adT%3DHelp%2Bwith%2BDrug%2BAbuse%26gl%3DUS
http://studio-5.financialcontent.com/washingtontimes/?Page=MarketSummary
http://studio-5.financialcontent.com/washingtontimes/?Page=MarketMovers
http://studio-5.financialcontent.com/washingtontimes/?Page=CEO
http://studio-5.financialcontent.com/washingtontimes/?Page=Calc
http://studio-5.financialcontent.com/washingtontimes/?Page=LOOKUP
http://studio-5.financialcontent.com/washingtontimes/?GUID=9902322&Page=MediaViewer
http://washingtontimes.com/products/
http://washingtontimes.com/products/
http://washingtontimes.com/products/
http://www.washingtontimesstore.com/
http://www.metimes.com/
http://www.golfstylesonline.com/
http://www.upi.com/
http://www.arborballroom.com/
http://www.washingtontimesglobal.com/
http://washingtontimes.com/about/
http://washingtontimes.com/pressroom/
http://washingtontimes.com/faq/
http://washingtontimes.com/about/jobs/
http://washingtontimes.com/advertise/
http://washingtontimes.com/sponsors/
http://washingtontimes.com/contact-us/
http://washingtontimes.com/privacy/
http://washingtontimes.com/sitemap/
http://studio-5.financialcontent.com/washingtontimes/?Page=QUOTE&Ticker=DJ%3ADJI
http://studio-5.financialcontent.com/washingtontimes/?Page=QUOTE&Ticker=%24COMP
http://studio-5.financialcontent.com/washingtontimes/?Page=QUOTE&Ticker=%24SPX
https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py?contact=abg_afc&url=http://washingtontimes.com/news/2009/aug/23/big-money-fuels-mexicos-narco-terror/&hl=en&client=ca-pub-9012993659965611&adU=+&adT=Drug+Abuse&adU=++&adT=Gary+Drug+Abuse&adU=+++&adT=Drug+Abuse+Addiction&adU=++++&adT=Drug+Abuse+Cocaine&adU=+++++&adT=Drug+Abuse+Rehabs
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-9012993659965611&output=html&h=15&slotname=7027609907&w=728&lmt=1251460117&flash=10.0.22&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwashingtontimes.com%2Fnews%2F2009%2Faug%2F23%2Fbig-money-fuels-mexicos-narco-terror%2F&dt=1251460123431&correlator=1251460123438&frm=0&ga_vid=1137623865.1215172994&ga_sid=1251460123&ga_hid=106735873&ga_fc=1&u_tz=-240&u_his=2&u_java=1&u_h=800&u_w=1280&u_ah=778&u_aw=1276&u_cd=24&u_nplug=11&u_nmime=171&biw=1038&bih=706&fu=0&ifi=1&dtd=40&xpc=tWsEJIcxqs&p=http%3A//washingtontimes.com&rl_rc=true&format=fp_al_lp&adsense_enabled=true&ad_type=text_image&height=15&width=728&kw_type=radlink&prev_fmts=728x15_0ads_al_s&rt=ChBKl8QbAA7Q1Arle0e__XltEgpEcnVnIEFidXNlGghhDNP50wZlRCgBUhMIre2OoaTGnAIVXX_lCh1pDtx5&hl=en&kw0=Drug+Abuse&kw1=Gary+Drug+Abuse&kw2=Drug+Abuse+Addiction&kw3=Drug+Abuse+Cocaine&kw4=Drug+Abuse+Rehabs&okw=Drug+Abuse
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-9012993659965611&output=html&h=15&slotname=7027609907&w=728&lmt=1251460117&flash=10.0.22&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwashingtontimes.com%2Fnews%2F2009%2Faug%2F23%2Fbig-money-fuels-mexicos-narco-terror%2F&dt=1251460123431&correlator=1251460123438&frm=0&ga_vid=1137623865.1215172994&ga_sid=1251460123&ga_hid=106735873&ga_fc=1&u_tz=-240&u_his=2&u_java=1&u_h=800&u_w=1280&u_ah=778&u_aw=1276&u_cd=24&u_nplug=11&u_nmime=171&biw=1038&bih=706&fu=0&ifi=1&dtd=40&xpc=tWsEJIcxqs&p=http%3A//washingtontimes.com&rl_rc=true&format=fp_al_lp&adsense_enabled=true&ad_type=text_image&height=15&width=728&kw_type=radlink&prev_fmts=728x15_0ads_al_s&rt=ChBKl8QbAA7RAwrle0e__XltEg9HYXJ5IERydWcgQWJ1c2UaCKVRQ8SqISs5KAFSEwit7Y6hpMacAhVdf-UKHWkO3Hk&hl=en&kw0=Drug+Abuse&kw1=Gary+Drug+Abuse&kw2=Drug+Abuse+Addiction&kw3=Drug+Abuse+Cocaine&kw4=Drug+Abuse+Rehabs&okw=Gary+Drug+Abuse
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-9012993659965611&output=html&h=15&slotname=7027609907&w=728&lmt=1251460117&flash=10.0.22&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwashingtontimes.com%2Fnews%2F2009%2Faug%2F23%2Fbig-money-fuels-mexicos-narco-terror%2F&dt=1251460123431&correlator=1251460123438&frm=0&ga_vid=1137623865.1215172994&ga_sid=1251460123&ga_hid=106735873&ga_fc=1&u_tz=-240&u_his=2&u_java=1&u_h=800&u_w=1280&u_ah=778&u_aw=1276&u_cd=24&u_nplug=11&u_nmime=171&biw=1038&bih=706&fu=0&ifi=1&dtd=40&xpc=tWsEJIcxqs&p=http%3A//washingtontimes.com&rl_rc=true&format=fp_al_lp&adsense_enabled=true&ad_type=text_image&height=15&width=728&kw_type=radlink&prev_fmts=728x15_0ads_al_s&rt=ChBKl8QbAA7RBwrle0e__XltEhREcnVnIEFidXNlIEFkZGljdGlvbhoIiDmBJbCgZDAoAVITCK3tjqGkxpwCFV1_5QodaQ7ceQ&hl=en&kw0=Drug+Abuse&kw1=Gary+Drug+Abuse&kw2=Drug+Abuse+Addiction&kw3=Drug+Abuse+Cocaine&kw4=Drug+Abuse+Rehabs&okw=Drug+Abuse+Addiction
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-9012993659965611&output=html&h=15&slotname=7027609907&w=728&lmt=1251460117&flash=10.0.22&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwashingtontimes.com%2Fnews%2F2009%2Faug%2F23%2Fbig-money-fuels-mexicos-narco-terror%2F&dt=1251460123431&correlator=1251460123438&frm=0&ga_vid=1137623865.1215172994&ga_sid=1251460123&ga_hid=106735873&ga_fc=1&u_tz=-240&u_his=2&u_java=1&u_h=800&u_w=1280&u_ah=778&u_aw=1276&u_cd=24&u_nplug=11&u_nmime=171&biw=1038&bih=706&fu=0&ifi=1&dtd=40&xpc=tWsEJIcxqs&p=http%3A//washingtontimes.com&rl_rc=true&format=fp_al_lp&adsense_enabled=true&ad_type=text_image&height=15&width=728&kw_type=radlink&prev_fmts=728x15_0ads_al_s&rt=ChBKl8QbAA7RDArle0e__XltEhJEcnVnIEFidXNlIENvY2FpbmUaCJlE1pEAhIIRKAFSEwit7Y6hpMacAhVdf-UKHWkO3Hk&hl=en&kw0=Drug+Abuse&kw1=Gary+Drug+Abuse&kw2=Drug+Abuse+Addiction&kw3=Drug+Abuse+Cocaine&kw4=Drug+Abuse+Rehabs&okw=Drug+Abuse+Cocaine
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-9012993659965611&output=html&h=15&slotname=7027609907&w=728&lmt=1251460117&flash=10.0.22&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwashingtontimes.com%2Fnews%2F2009%2Faug%2F23%2Fbig-money-fuels-mexicos-narco-terror%2F&dt=1251460123431&correlator=1251460123438&frm=0&ga_vid=1137623865.1215172994&ga_sid=1251460123&ga_hid=106735873&ga_fc=1&u_tz=-240&u_his=2&u_java=1&u_h=800&u_w=1280&u_ah=778&u_aw=1276&u_cd=24&u_nplug=11&u_nmime=171&biw=1038&bih=706&fu=0&ifi=1&dtd=40&xpc=tWsEJIcxqs&p=http%3A//washingtontimes.com&rl_rc=true&format=fp_al_lp&adsense_enabled=true&ad_type=text_image&height=15&width=728&kw_type=radlink&prev_fmts=728x15_0ads_al_s&rt=ChBKl8QbAA7REQrle0e__XltEhFEcnVnIEFidXNlIFJlaGFicxoI07e7qCSiJ3QoAVITCK3tjqGkxpwCFV1_5QodaQ7ceQ&hl=en&kw0=Drug+Abuse&kw1=Gary+Drug+Abuse&kw2=Drug+Abuse+Addiction&kw3=Drug+Abuse+Cocaine&kw4=Drug+Abuse+Rehabs&okw=Drug+Abuse+Rehabs

