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16 indicted in California drug-smuggling probe -- latimes.com
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MEXICO UNDER SIEGE

16 indicted in California drug-smuggling probe

The alleged distribution cell for a Mexican drug cartel is accused of hiding cocaine and
marijuana in vehicles crossing the border at Calexico. Four are arrested and 12 remain at

large.
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California authorities announced indictments Wednesday
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against a distribution cell of the Sinaloa drug cartel that

?ﬂlegedly smugglefi large amounts of cocaine and I.narljuana 2009 Subaru Impreza® 2.5i 4-Door
into Southern California through the border crossing at
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The 16 suspects are accused of transporting the drugs in Offer Ends August 31, 2009
compartments hidden in vehicles and then storing the

. Get Your Great Deal
contraband at stash houses in the Los Angeles area,

authorities said. From there, authorities said, the drugs were
distributed to cities across the U.S. and Canada.
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The indictments are the latest stemming from a series of

investigations that have focused on the port of entry at
Calexico, which is across the border from Mexicali, Baja
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16 indicted in California drug-smuggling probe -- latimes.com

survelillance operations tnrougnout soutnern calirornia and seizea $1.7 milon, autnorites said.

The joint investigation was carried out by the California Bureau of Narcotic Enforcement, Imperial
County Narcotic Task Force, and the Imperial County sheriff and district attorney's office.

richard.marosi@latimes.com
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